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“Sacred Garden” by Sara Huntley. huntley.sara@gmail.com
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LSD-inspired scientific developments were in the area of 
genetics, which is fueling our species’ budding ability to 
manipulate biology--and we continue to make stunning 
new leaps in our understanding of the genetic language 
of the biosphere every day. 

In some sense, we are incredible organic chemical 
computers, and it has become evident in the past few 
years that our aspirations on the technological level are 
on a collision course with our current biological identity. 
As medical science advances, it’s becoming clear that 
we will soon be able to manipulate our own biology. 
It won’t be long before we cross over a boundary that 
will redefine us as a species. Our emerging biotechnolo-
gies will help us to evolve beyond the purely biological 
entities that we were born as, into augmented beings, 
incorporating newly-grown organs and nanotechnologi-
cal enhancements.

In modern culture it seems that whenever human-
ity enters a new biological or technological terrain it is 
feared, and portrayed as monstrous and evil. Mutants 
and cyborgs are seen as abominations of nature and 
something that erodes the human identity. The charac-
ters on Star Trek known as “the Borg” are one of the first 
and most prominent examples that come to mind. The 
Borg are a cybernetic alien race with a hive mind, who 
assimilate other species and cultures, and they are por-
trayed as being utterly void of individuality. The concept 
of loosing one’s self to their collective mind is portrayed 
as terrifying. Although this is an extreme example, it 
demonstrates the fear humanity has of the archetypal 
“other.” However, in more recent popular culture we have 
seen the exploration of the “other” in technological terms 
become more neutral. Though fictionalized, our culture 
appears to be slowly warming up to the idea of relating 
to artificial beings. 

The dynamic between ourselves, the biosphere, and 
our technology are inescapably intertwined, and we have 
to reevaluate, redefine, expand upon, and augment our 
perceptual constraints in order to relate to the “other.” 
This means putting yourself in someone else’s paws, see-
ing the world from the micro-perspective of an amoeba, 
or empathizing with an artificial intelligence (A.I.) soft-
ware program. Sophisticated A.I. software and extremely 
realistic virtual realms will soon be in steep competition 
with external reality. There will soon come a time when 
you will no longer be able to tell if the voice on the other 
end of the phone is human or not, and your average cus-
tomer service call might become a Turing test of sorts.

Because this super technologically-advanced future 
is going to happen whether we are ready for it or not, 
it would probably be wise for us to use our fear of the 
unknown as auxiliary energy to cope with our new evo-
lutioary challenges. Although our fear is meant to protect 
us from the unknown, it would probably be a good idea 
to try and overcome our limitations, so that we can see 
outside the narrow confines of our anthropocentric per-

spective. When we integrate our sense of identity with 
the “other”-- whether it’s other races, species or our envi-
ronment--we foster empathy, and help to forge a conduit 
of understanding and mediation. Once we start broaden-
ing our understanding of the varieties of consciousness 
and intelligence, we will begin a dialogue with previ-
ously alien intelligences. Alien intelligences could be as 
close to us as our house pets. Making this first contact 
starts right here, naturally, not out in the stars.

Globalization has taught us much about human nature 
and culture in the past few decades; just imagine how 
much more there is to learn from other organisms and 
the greater biosphere. Shamans have been identifying 
with the spirits of various animals for millennia in their 
mythologies, medicine, and folklore. They call upon these 
spirits in times of need. This is a moment in our planet’s 
history when we urgently need to listen and learn from 
our global family of organisms.

In this new age, information will be just as valuable 
as material resources, and the only way to understand an 
ecosystem, and distill information about it, is to preserve 
it in its natural state. Conservation is a multidisciplinary 
activity, a situation where passionate opinions will have 
to force compromise. There will be good and bad ideas, so 
let us not forget that evolution, by its nature, weeds out 
the bad ideas. In a quickly changing world, we need to 
remain flexible and adaptable. To do this we have to help 
foster diversity among ourselves and the ecosystems that 
we try to steward.

We are moving into a post-human era, and we will 
need a post human culture to support it. Psychedelics 
offer us a new perspective from which to view our own 
culture, outside of the limiting constraints imposed by 
the meta-program “other.”  I think that psychedelics have 
the potential to help us integrate our pre-existing quali-
ties with our post-human identities. I also think that 
they can help us relate to other species, the intelligence 
residing within nature, and even artificial minds of our 
own creation. Unless humanity becomes more symbiotic 
with the rest of the biosphere, this new future won’t 
be possible and our very existence is threatened. Our 
current paradigm has proven unsustainable, and this 
rift between humanity and the biosphere demands our 
attention and our respect. There is much healing that we 
are obligated to take a part in, as we cannot force eco-
logical systems to abide by our will. We must adapt our 
technologies, and learn to work in harmony with nature 
to survive. •

“Sacred Garden” by Sara Huntley. huntley.sara@gmail.com 
Prisma color on archival paper. 9x12”
MAPS will have the original for sale with artist to receive 50%  
of the $2,500 sale price. Prints available at $500 each.
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To Touch Truth: Toward a Consciousness of Connection

By Lily Ross

dharmabum21@gmail.com

…we walk  

upon this Earth  

as foreigners,  

pioneers of destruction, 

the poison people. 

It seems these lands are forgotten even by we who build our 
homes upon this sacred soil. We do not live here, rather we re-
side within the weathered walls of our wandering minds, eyes 
closed, not looking in, but blind.

Alive?
Maybe merely breathing. And barely. Surrendered to our  

own invisibility, unseen and silent, we walk upon this Earth  
as foreigners, pioneers of destruction, the poison people. Having 
forgotten what it is to be whole, we stumble within the softness 
of our own home.

And yet these bountiful beautiful lands beckon to us, invite 
us to remember that its breath and ours are one. Singing soft 
songs of Earthly insight, wind whispers a warm welcome to  
the home of our hearts. With each step we are forgiven, if we 
can manage to forgive ourselves; open to our world as we  
open exhausted eyes and remember what it is to see.

The children of this Earth are witnessing a unique moment 
in planetary history; steeped in the magnificence of creation, 
it is a moment marked by our species’ struggle for survival. 
These times call for a consciousness of unity still unseen by this 
world, albeit resting within the realm of possibility, held deli-
cately in the daring hearts of dreamers and visionaries.

It is a reality veiled only by the fear that arises in such tu-
multuous times. For to impact the momentum of this environ-
mental crisis demands a conscious commitment from commu-
nities, families and individuals – a global awakening. It is an 
interesting challenge in a time when consumerism, war, and an 
ideology of separateness and domination mark the mainstream 
culture of the Western world. To be fully present with the 
overwhelming truth of these times requires that we awaken to 
the woven web of being, the intricate interdependence of all we 
have defined as separate. We must remember that we ourselves 
are an expression of nature, conscious creatures of constant 
creation, given the gracious gift of this moment to be alive and 
wholly experience this reality.  
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We know

We must remember what it is to be 
whole.

For millennia the power structures 
within civilization have worked to silence 
and dominate the natural world. In sti-
fling our connection to the wild within 
and diminishing our sense of connection 
and empathy to the worldly wild, civiliza-
tion has attempted to sustain itself in this 
failing experiment of industrialization. 
This behavior is suicidal, rooted in a deep 
seeded ideology of separation and superi-
ority to the natural world, and lends itself 
to the exploitation of an environment 
experienced solely as a resource. What 
this moment in human history calls for is 
a deep remembering that to destroy this 
environment equates to the destruction of 
our species.

Let us listen and respond to this cry-
ing call to consciousness; a relocating of 
our individual selves within the body, a 
growing sense of self-awareness. For it is 
through this that we may remember the 
power sleeping dormant within the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
dreaming creatures that we are, and inti-
mately experience the unity of all things. 
There are songs in the stones that speak 
of wholeness. Let us give voice to those 
who have been assumed into silence so 
that we may know that the stones sing 
for us all.

To touch wholeness, oneness, as many 
report experiencing in the cosmically 
rooted dance of psychedelic conscious-
ness, and to fully feel that wholeness 
with the entirety of one’s being, inspires  
a deep caring and compassion for all 
that is, has been, and will be. We know, 
in that moment, that this Earth is an 
extension of our being and that we are an 
extension of hers; that we are of the same 

We know, in that moment, that this Earth is an extension of our being 

             and that we are an extension of hers... In that knowing,  

                                                                             we are motivated to serve her and heal ourselves,  

                                          and we feel the extent to which those two actions  

                   are one and the same.

source, the same whole. In that knowing 
we are inspired in her service and our 
own healing, and we feel the extent to 
which those two are one and the same.

Consider the role of psychedelics as 
the key to a door that does not truly 
exist, for the barrier between our mind 
and our body, our body and our world, is 
merely an unconscious construction of an 
overly empowered ego. To take this key 
into our hands, and our hearts, empow-
ers us to step into a world we believed to 
be so distant, and to realize that it is in 
our power to dissolve that door. We can 
choose to live consciously in a timeless 
tapestry of revelations and relationships. 
For psychedelics are a sacred medicine 
which, when used in an appropriate con-
text with mindful intention, may move 
us toward a consciousness of connection, 
and a remembering of the love that uni-
fies us all. •

Lilly Ross is a student at the Californnia 
Institute of Integral Studies
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LSD: Problem Child and Wonder Drug captures the fascinating story of 
LSD as it is eloquently spoken by Dr. Albert Hofmann, the 100 year  
old sage-scientist who brought it into the world. With interviews and 
presentations by Rick Doblin, Alex Grey, Ralph Metzner, Carl Ruck,  
Goa Gil and others, this historic message from the father of LSD is  
a timeless relic and an immediate source of inspiration.  

“This is an important film. It is a comprehensive document  
of the various effects of LSD and of their meaning. The film is  

a good document of the uniqueness of LSD”  
– Dr. Albert Hofmann

“This is a very good film.”  
– Anita Hofmann (Dr. Hofmann’s wife for 70 years)

“(This DVD) is a valuable document about my father and  
about his work as scientist and philosopher.”  

– Andreas Hofmann (Dr. Hofmann’s son) 

In January 2006, 80 speakers and 2000 
participants gathered for the three day 
International LSD Symposium held in 
Basel, Switzerland to celebrate Dr. Albert 
Hofmann’s 100th birthday, and to hear 
the father of LSD speak first hand about 
his life, his discovery and his thoughts on 
the psychedelic experience. It was also an 
occasion for leading doctors, researchers, 
artists and thinkers in the psychedelic 
field to present their work. By docu-
menting this historic symposium, LSD: 
Problem Child and Wonder Drug articu-
lates the scientific, medical, artistic and 
spiritual issues at the core of the psyche-
delic debate. While experienced psycho-
noughts will inevitably be touched by the 
words and demeanour of Dr. Hofmann, 
the DVD is also ideal for introducing 
inexperienced friends, parents and col-
leagues to the reasons why psychedelic 
experience cannot simply be ignored.

Released on the MAPS website on  
Bicycle Day: April 19, 2009

A documentary film about the 
International LSD Symposium 
held on the occasion of  
Dr. Albert Hofmann’s  
100th Birthday.

Basel, Switzerland,  
January 11–13, 2006

Purchase the DVD on the MAPS website now, 
and 50% of the proceeds will go toward  
furthering what Dr. Hofmann called his  
“heart’s desire”: psychedelic research.

www.MAPS.org/catalog  
www.LSD100.com
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Rick Doblin, MAPS founder and 
President, earned his Ph.D. in Public Policy 
from the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University. Doblin was also in Stan  
and Christina Grof’s first training group to 
receive certification as a Holotropic  
Breathwork practitioner.

Valerie Mojeiko, Director of Operations 
and Clinical Research Associate, 
coordinates projects at MAPS’ headquarters 
and facilitates psychedelic research around  
the globe. Formally educated at New College  
of Florida and the California Insitute of  
Integral Sudies.

Josh Sonstroem, Accounting and 
Information Technology, earned his B.A. 
in Philosophy and Religion from New College 
of Florida  and is a chef, musician, poet and 
technologist. He immensely enjoys the depths  
of existential experience.

Randolph Hencken, M.A., B.S. 
Communication and Marketing Director, 
earned his Master of Arts in Communication, 
and his Bachelors of Science in Business 
Administration from San Diego State University, 
where he focused all of his graduate studies 
on drug policy issues. He was the founder and 
president of the university‘s chapter of Students 
for Sensible Drug Policy, and he interned for the 
Drug Policy Alliance in San Diego. Formerly he 
was the program coordinator at the Ibogaine 
Association in Mexico.

Jalene Otto, Membership and Sales 
Coordinator, studied philosophy and socio-
logy at Cabrillo College and the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. She is a story weaver  
and a mother.

Ilsa Jerome, Research and Infor-mation 
Specialist, earned a Ph.D. in psychology from 
the University of Maryland. She helps MAPS and 
researchers design studies, gathers information 
on study drugs by keeping abreast of the 
current literature and discussion with other 
researchers, creates and maintains documents 
related to some MAPS-supported studies, and 
helps support the MAPS psychedelic literature 
bibliography.

David Jay Brown, Guest Editor, 
earned his master’s degree in psycho-biology 
from New York University, and has been 
interviewing accomplished thinkers about 
their creative process for over 20 years. He 
is the author of Mavericks of Medicine, 
Conversations on the Edge of the 
Apocalypse, and five other books about  
the frontiers of science and consciousness. 
To find out more about David’s work see:  
www.mavericksofthemind.com

“Noah Juan Juneau” is the nom de guerre  
of graphic designer and long-time friend of 
MAPS, Mark Plummer, who has been providing  
graphic design services to MAPS since 1990: 
designing posters, logos, books & publications 
for MAPS & others in the entheogen tribe.  
You may contact Mark through MAPS.

MAPS is a membership-based organization working to 
assist researchers worldwide to design, fund, conduct, 
obtain governmental approval for, and report on 
psychedelic research in humans. Founded in 1986,  
MAPS is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation funded by tax-deductible donations  
from members.

“Most of the things worth doing in the world
had been declared impossible

before they were done.”
– Louis D. Brandeis

If you can even faintly imagine a cultural reintegration 
of the use of psychedelics and the states of mind they  
engender, please join MAPS in supporting the expansion 
of scientific knowledge in this area. Progress is possible 
with the support of those who care enough to take 
individual and collective action.

The MAPS Bulletin

Each MAPS Bulletin reports on MAPS research in 
progress. In addition to reporting on research both in 
the United States and abroad, the Bulletin may include 
feature articles, reports on conferences, book reviews, 
Heffter Research Institute updates, and the Hofmann 
Report. Issues raised in letters, calls, and e-mail from 
MAPS members may also be addressed, as may political 
developments that affect psychedelic  
research and use.

©2009 Multidisciplinary Association
for Psychedelic Studies, Inc. (MAPS)

309 Cedar Street, #2323,
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Phone: 831-429-6362

Fax: 831-429-6370 
E-mail: askmaps@maps.org
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The Ultimate Journey: Consciousness and the Mystery of Death by Stanislav Grof, MD, 356 pgs, $19.95

LSD Psychotherapy by Stanislav Grof, MD, 374 pgs, 40 pgs of color plates, $19.95

LSD: My Problem Child by Albert Hofmann, Ph.D., 232 pgs, $12.95

The Secret Chief Revealed: Conversations with a Pioneer of the Underground Psychedelic

Therapy Movement by Myron Stolaroff, 176 pgs, $12.95

Ketamine: Dreams and Realities by Karl Jansen, MD, Ph.D., 355 pgs, $14.95

Drawing It Out: Befriending the Unconscious (A Contemporary Woman’s Psychedelic Journey) 
by Sherana Harriette Frances, 128 pgs, $19.95

Ecstasy: The Complete Guide Edited by Julie Holland, MD, 281 pgs, $19.95

Shivitti: A Vision by Ka-Tzetnik 135633, 144 pgs, $15.95

Ibogaine: Rite of Passage DVD $20.00

Higher Wisdom edited by Roger Walsh and Charles Grob, 267 pgs, $24.95

TRIPPING An Anthology of True-Life Psychedelic Adventures, Edited by Charles Hayes, 486 pgs, $22.00

Marihuana, The Forbidden Medicine (Signed by the author!) 
by Lester Grinspoon, MD, and James B. Bakalar, JD, 296 pages, $19.95

Psychedelic Medicine: New Evidence for Hallucinogenic Substances as Treatments: Vol. 1&2 
Michael Winkelman and Thomas B. Roberts, 680 pages, $200.00
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[   ] Integral Member $50 – $99*
	 Integral members will receive the MAPS Bulletin and their choice of one 		
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