
Dear Colleague, 

We hope you will join us in sending a letter to the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
asking for action to make it easier for researchers to examine the therapeutic effects of 
marijuana. 

Twenty-one states and the District of Columbia have passed laws allowing for the use of 
medical marijuana. Over one million Americans currently use medical marijuana at the 
recommendation of their physician in accordance with these laws. There is overwhelming 
anecdotal evidence of the therapeutic benefits of marijuana for those suffering from cancer, 
epilepsy, seizures, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, glaucoma, anxiety, chronic pain, and more. 

Scientific research is often hampered, however, because of federal barriers that prevent some 
researchers from studying the therapeutic effects of marijuana in a rigorous way. We believe the 
widespread use of medical marijuana should necessitate research into what specific relief it 
offers and how it can best be delivered for different people and different conditions. 

We hope that you will join us in asking the Secretary to remove one of these barriers – an 
additional review process at HHS that exists only for marijuana – and allow researchers who 
receive necessary FDA, IRB, DEA and appropriate state and local authority approval to access 
marijuana at-cost without further review.  

As further background, the following articles discuss the current situation faced by researchers 
looking to assess the therapeutic effects of medical marijuana: 

• Washington Post: Marijuana research hampered by access from government and politics, 
scientists say 

• Nature: Federal Red Tape Ties Up Marijuana Research 
• The Associated Press: Government approves study of marijuana smoking to treat PTSD in 

military veterans 
• The LA Times: Government approves medical marijuana research 
• NYT Op-Ed:  We Need Proof on Marijuana 

 
If you have any questions or would like to sign on to the letter please contact Stephanie Phillips 
(Blumenauer), Adam Harbison (Griffith), Jeff Vanderslice (Rohrabacher) or Andrew Goczkowski 
(Schakowsky).  Deadline to sign on is May 19th, COB. 

  

Sincerely,  

Earl Blumenauer, Member of Congress 

Morgan Griffith, Member of Congress 

Dana Rohrabacher, Member of Congress 

Jan Schakowsky, Member of Congress 


