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put the white capsule on’

AS THE TRAPPINGS OF THE PSYCHEDELIC
ERA RESURFACE IN GLOTHES AND MUSIC,
THE REAL FORCE BEHIND THOSE TIMES 15
LEFT UNTAPPED: THE DESIRE FOR A TRANS-
FORMATION OF CONSCIQUSNESS. BUT
THERE IS A DRUG WHOSE ADVOCATES
CLAIM WILL DO JUST THAT. IN ONE US
CITY, 30,000 DOSES OF 1T WERE BEING
TAKEN EACH MONTH. THEN IT BECAME
ILLEGAL. ..
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my tongue and swallowed,
hoping to God the source

was reliable; that this really

a
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e
;
E

was 1t and not some new

amalgamation of

FCP of even LSO, My
fricmd 100k Ber cupauls
and we stood keoking 41
each other. What now!
She ipdd ma g would
lake sbout ball an bour
ta come oo, Wilh pprehemlon mounting, we
decided 10 walk over 1o a nearby park; Lhe
Ireca and the sumshine might belp me fedd
e g Cacb,

“Somwe limoe later [ logked al my waich,
Fory minuiey had papged. | jooked ar my
Iriend, Wai ghe any diffecem? Could [ see
nto Mer soul 29 hed been promesed, Was
Teeling grean empathy gnd bowe?

“Mao, fn 300 we were having &n argument,
Tired of the park, she wanted ug (0 po hgme,
whic 1 prederted 10 sty therg with the hilttep
view ©o! Londoo. Thert seemed 1o be no
resodution. My hean was bealing 2 litlke
Tateer but L put it down b0 anxicty.

“ARher bwenty minuces paszed. Siill no-
thing. Perhaps Lhe drug was juat too subile tar
me. Disappoinied, | gove i ta her with ta go
howne, We ttaried down the hill. Bul by the
time we reached the botom I'd forgowen [
was mipry with her. In fac I'd facgotten bow
to ba gngry. We were having s new oo0 YR
o, cramining Gur pouks in e, What had we
donee b [ar? Had we rrally foligwed thens
vows of sdolescence? Did cither of ug know
wha 11 wat Eke 3 be chose by anolhwr haman
being? For the fird time in yeart | condeated
my childhood yearnings o become & maring
she 1okd me che'd wagkd Iz mamy Woody
Alen, Defences were dropping 4L w rate b
nocmally fook peopls moths t0 achiere,
Sanddenly | knew | could lrust her with my
closest a4t . . - strange becawe pol half an
howr befora | wouldn'y have cared iF | gever
nxw hor hgain A my life_ 1 tokd hes this and we
both Liughed.

“Ey tht time we armived back 8t the Aat |
beticed My heatlbenl was gironger, bul now |
nhio Meomed ko poasedd MY EXIrsopdiIeTy meEn-
Lal galm, as il everyvhing were on b very dean

mroacope dide, [ viewed §ife ou of 8 kind of
bemign [carfecness, bat unlike the suonger
sensations of herabn, [ ailt »anted 1o alk,
inerve Aoy, be with = Al il lacked
the. entmoverted roah of cocmine. | wat fecling
pood bart withoat the superiatives, withoul e
moyslle guphocia, Theze way o disorton of
tha $zpscn o hafluchacory tinge, &s with, sy,
myshrodees- Bather a kind of wimers aight,
mngs-cf-Horleks fecling. It reminded me of
someons's descriptions of MOMA 21 ‘the bug
arug’.

FADMAL ADAN, ESSEMCE XTC or Ecsacy
a1 B it gleo knowy, has been deypbed ig
other ways. ~A brief, [fectihg mowent of
iy, ammi:*m Dr. Clande Maranjo. Dy,
Rick Ingrascd axid it will =heat Tear”. Boge
oflen it is claimed the drug will break down
the barrens between WheraFist and paticne,
parenl and child, lever aod Lover, sirmnger and
Aranger, Bul If i bas bnspired thic kiod of
tesljmonial. & has ako provoked equaily
AP E WATm .

Tie nanamed Londoner's sxpeqence con-
tlaviberd for anather v o so burs bolone the
symptoms faded, Afterorards he caid he foin
slightly faugued, expereoced minor dilficuiny
bn falling miccp, bot atherwise had 00 op-
toward gude tHeim,

There cam be Lt doube thin drug is aow
with ¥ here in the VK srniving from schins
the Allantic every week vin 47, wping up n
MNas ared dghiciube and paries gz (he laten
product of American drug mylhology,
Altbongh il has gregbed & gtir in the Slaes, e
B known bom 1o onty 4 few, To mosl s
cxidence b Lrgely rumnr and aisniarma-
Yoy, "X-ing' B term yot to be heard ound
the mujoyity of Britiah colfes labies,

Bl Litin I Aot the cx3e down al The Ranch,
& gay bar fn Dallag, Texns. In Jupe this wear
you coabd have walked o and bowghs Ecteagy,
or “E™ over the coutsier. [t wouwld have cont
20 phu the 5123 micn jag- Mobady would
heve raieed w0 eycbrow. You condd charge it
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cstasy 1s a musleading name,
The drug 1s so called more for

reasons of promotion than revolution.

1o all major ereci cands. If yoo hsd » “coupon’
you ool gvrw have gt 55 ofF. IE wiao jus
possitde thal outsde, omoone would have
epprosched you wiltk & leaflel abming
“Erstacy. Everyching looks rful when
yom're Yorpiy s On drogs™, Or il you keoked
The popailar hype perhaps a differemn beaflet:
~Flighl Losbructiiwes [or & Iriend usmg X-T-C7

Ecviaay, #t samed, wal everywhers, The
TY perworkt, sapazines and newspepen
were mfl THmsing Morics on "The new drog
they cull Ecxlary™. “LED withour lireworka™,
~The chabee of Yuppdedom™. Foap operas Hke
NBC 1 Anoteer World we e starting to indude
ik in Lheir seripin. T-shirtc ao0d bunper sickers
began Lo appear with the waroiog: “Dac’i gel
mamcd for gx wecks afler XTCH

WhyT Beomse i would appear Amerbca
brd iwered i ‘Drug of the Eighniat',
sccording 0 Timothy Leary, lapacd

hiz prophet end Harvard dowees. Hox

drug ol 1be Sk, LED, i now receding inte
the twilighl in Amernica, back into the reper-
1re of prychotherapit, aod this phrss
eodiwd by b b 3 recent article has been
croppiag wp oa lelevision screens and Aroct
concre woromt the nanion. o will B2 remem-
bered that ik wns Timathy Leary who i 1963
w1 in AwHiCE B 'NEW COMSCROUSDESS' IaVing
“Ack B ecusty, ety B opood for you”.
Hinwr, aver w penoration and quite 8 ew (ks
chemical hivpes Laier, one can Lmoal kear the
Hirai of komging for Lhat innocent evphorizin
the new name of MIDMA,

WHATEVER T TELL: o3 of the timea, s
wrs gencrplly agree MDM A s oot “coozay”,
JLcan makn you el very cloas and
w— mm&dlhhumn;mr ricnds
= but the affcction it nepires i wnlicedy Lo
sand moyone iole 1he frenzicd rapiares oom-
wico i the HaightUAshbury district o 1967,
-Ecxiaay % & mikcading oame . the drug B 50
calied moce for semomt af promation than
revolotion, Yel wnbks FCP's carty lag a5 "the
Fawce P, W doctunately mends o ovaralaie
ruiler than wodersiate. Like 5o many brsmd
narwey, K eprocatn what people want raher
thwn what i by

S0 what in Mt Chemically apeaking: 3, 4
Methylenadiorymethampbe tavane . A synihs-
tic compoitied modeBed on L sobedance found
in onlrmcy =od o of sassairas, il in related bo

bhoth MDA and rmoeszaln bet B st &
papchedela, and ils effects, 1hough thoiar ta
MDA, s aborer lagdng and =y o
dilfercnl activator.

Any deseriprion of ihete aifects would be
bext prefaced with Alcksry Honkey's oo s
"We can poc inlormation st cxpericmesy,
bt never the expericnocs thesmehres.” With
Thin in mind, il cxo be waid thel MDA i evikd
wood-enhancing drug, ssamdngly ool phiyd-
olly sddcive, Ereen dosags can bring on
the symptoma of apecd or LD, At theae
leved o alo guickly become taxie, worth
bearing i mind fince Iofcrcoe  develops
apedly 1o the desirable effects.

“Persanally | ind it bocing,” aaid an anony-
mangt et of Soho’s chub-land. “1 ozed 1o
do il when it it come oul & lew yeurs o,
tul 0w I Nined eocaine w brebter burr . . . awd
Ww's chesper.”

He didn'L have more 10 #dd, excepd Lhal st
BNl & ok, Ectiacy noctt ba making some-
Tody u bk of moacy. For bim it Bopped a4 w
party diug: the effem was weak by compariscn
with tthey drugt and the phns paacd cuile
queickly,

Bl Ecaasy doea bave one remarkable
Teature, and 1hH alone may have made il inlo
iz drog, of the Eightics, Up wntil Jaly I3t of
this year il wid compleicly kegal in the Uaited
States. An cowggency fulimg [rom the Dirug
Enforcemant Agency, alarmed i the cscalat-
g recreambominl ite, placed it on Schedule 1,
n ke Anc ceicpory a herin, pesdicg
Tearings snd 2 Ninal decsion sext yewr. [
turmt ¢ that o Britab, a3 an Lamine
Iype, MDMA is alrewdy llcgal, though ooly &
s H dimg. The pesallics e 1o mme a4
Lhoae b gpead. 5o [ar, sccotding lo Lhe
Metopoliten  Polioe, there have besn oo
PIOSCTAIONS,

MDA, WAS FIRST formulatedin lﬂllul;
appelite supprecant by Merck and Co.

m,. It wus bl omy the baboraiory whel
untd the Fiflics when 1he LIS arwry bogan their
search For chembeal abds in the ballle spaiast
commurvisn. Teated along witk LD, Lt wan
Lo bt b Ervewen toxie bart much less inlerest-
ing. 11 Euiked 10 produce thine mewmarabla
elficcy wch 1 Lhe weoeping CA  agcals
tummng for the Wathinglon movument, sor
the (I ravine about “unspeakable beaoy™.

Neither did i1 imepire ruch delinous pholting 55
the sohewe 15 lace Fhdel Cesiro's ten cighl
bedove o 1900 televitdon bromdcas

I secmed to have beem forpoiien, a1 beas
up Lo The mid Sevenlics. By than. the bysleria
ovnt LAD had leded and new-age chemiss
were Inrming they atlentsnt 1o mors ubtle
variskions, or "detipns’, of exiting oedx.
In u paper putdished o the Sournd of
Prypchedetic Druge in 1976, Dv. Alenander
Shulgin, & Hay Area phanmacchopla, oe-
acribed 1he properbiet MDOMA, an MDA
ammlog. Tt was & rux monlion colzide of
sebenebfle circles Al arowewd Lhe same time il
Haried o be moed ju prpchistberapy, bul again
pubblicily sms slunied,

Why! Becausa ressarchers and therapists
like Dy, Rick lograscd gid B, George Greer
realiscd they were oo to someibing, Tia drug
s epeegribanal 1t Svdoced mirncalous break-
throughs in therepy sond oouid be relied on
ike no other o prodece thet vital amd
trmformiop Gor i paychiairke aestiong -
wonexty. Awd the wsights werald be remem-
bered afterwards. Ju proponeois in the
peychionrie fleld realised that if they played
thelr cards Agit, they might nol bave Lher
babry snatched wway by [he governmenl, as
bappevied befoce with LSD. Bul they ake
fwced n protiem, How 10 ket word pog apound
to the right peoplsT

Iv book ptid arcwnd 191 for the word o
reach the wroap peeple. The mmival of
MDMA o0 Lha sireets meant Lhat someone
had sz 4 wony b ek s Soancn kilkog. A
pow Lame Wil coincd, Ecizny. Disributer
setwocks began to appear mnd soon calch-
phims ks ™a sake prychedebe™ hegan cireo-
mling srousd campuscs, dobs mnd dinmer

Domand grew, sccording te the

EA, Giomt w nuiionwiohes wiage: of 100K dotea
n manth in 1975, 1o M,000 phes & momhb for
oo major cty aloss bn 1985, Dinog manulsc-
larerd begdm fecciving hage orden, I
wppesl, according b wriler Joo Khkein, ws
Uk i1 oritered “adveninnn whiboot wedtdoea
unsscendonce withoul skeralion, s Yoppie
way of knowledpe™. 11w koo good 1o be
e .

TYE HEARD A REFORT of pomeons pcked
n o oetal il for three days,” wsid Dr.
Peorabd Stegel of LICLA Schaul of Merdicine,
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=4 t's nothing like a transcenden-
tal experience. It made me feel

how all of us would like to think we are

anyway.

o HHCHY
Halz

Q1
=and regutar socousts of podsaning symploms,
nauseE, dirryness and jow tenaion althe onos
o MDMA crpericsces. 've ako heard of
people having kving, harmonices expeni-
emied. Bul 3o Far all we have bo gooom welh thig
drup & Folklore, we dowm't hare one published
scientific swdy.”

For Liv. Siegel, 0 DEA wilnety and resear-
cher into the street yse of drugs, the word
scieplific’ is of prear importanes. He s
pdamant thal this “po=eninlly toxk™ sb-
wtanca be ke oul of te banda of unquallized
users oy non-riedical therapiug. He vecpil the
dllmbﬁr‘mﬂemrmmuaunn-
sddlctive panmces s [nic 21 Y970 and pasnts
el that thers mre now an #Minaied 180 million
LS toke userx, Tour million pyypchologically
sddicted. PCP {Ang=] [t} oo waz greeied
with cothuslicm a1 G,

“To my knowicdpe the awcheduling came
abimst rom reports of chivical problems resull-
g from widespread abuse - . and 5o far Iee
aleendy beard gf (wp docawmenied cates of
FCF showing up 13 MDMA o the streets.™

Altempting b comsier this oificiel pezsim.
wm i MMA"S most vorsl and embushasti:
jupporter, Rick Doblin. As & long-lime seek-
ef inko the mysticl reechea of truth be foek
beiier g4 to evalunte MDMA o *Adem” w5 he
prefers W call 4, Why Adam? Because the
myth of Adem’s body being made wp of all the
farey o canb recadly MOMA'S seraations of
mniversal warmith and commitnicaiion.

A% one might expect (rom sch 3 CaMpaig-
mer, Ddablin comes somss a5 helpiol and

imistic, waybe jost o Bhade War opumigric.
ke single-handedly revired alternalive
mchileed Buckminsier Fulber's Exrh Metabo-
fix Deign Foundanon for the come of
MDMA, He aba comtgcied the Uniled Na-
e, the FOLA and Haney Reagan's vrganisa.
tin, the Matbodal Fegeration af Farcnis for 2
Drug Free Youlh, in the same open-hemded
spinil. They unforturarciy duln’t quine grasp
his ntent, The son af g physican who runs a
drug chinic, be is Irying 1o cegandze an entirely
new pharmscesiicsl company, The Lis is Lo
fund the necesiary icaling 10 make MUOMA 3
presaibable devg im e Ttlore.
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can (hink of,

“It's a fRulse dichotomy lhe governmenc is
WHRE 0 make. Reoreational o= va. derapu-
lic- Actually neither are bad, slthough il
should aever be ased caruatly. They're alveid
of the whala cencepe that people can have a
wewrthwhile doug expericnce and ool become
gddicted. Thus they blaw op thess Tniversity
of Chicagn MDA (not MDMA] cxperimenis
way out of proportion. s just hke the LSO
story really, when they talked aboul chronw-
twpe domage. It just hasa's heppened. Thers
aren’l thousagds of kids walking sroumd
watped just becaoss their pureni look LS.
Thers ar dozens of peopte here with & ten
your history of wing MDMA. We don't sea
any obserrabie cffects.”

A% FCETASY WAk hilking & peak carbier this
year a3 the new party drug. the one everyone
had 10 Iy, & group of cinicians and resear-
chem puihared s jhe Essles tntilule in Big
Sur, Culidomnia, Among them wers cevernl
reican rescarchen into pyckoactive drupe
and m number of prychiuirists whe had been
wsing MDA i lheir prectices lof maocy
yeirs. O (b fourth day of the meeting, Dr,
Cieorge Oreee dirested a testion in which 13
of thoar prisent ook the drug, cach mo-
iored chopely by another docter.

Among those wha read with interest the
reporl of it wiesting was the anthropologo
Franos Hoxley, nephew of Abdony, whose
book The Dooer OF Ferception sod many

cxperlments with meoacalin helped stupe buoth |

the peychededic era and the Ezslen inacitule
hasld. Though he didnt sce himeell 33 »
spohevmen, Franca Huwey [zlt the meciing
brought anieguion back 1o Ihe tusoce af the
dreg,
“Adam .. _ it Eke a slow allux of warm
vigour;, very tublle, bul Paddenly you diseonor
woi'te Teeling remuckably well and pormal,
You could say funclioning 23 you sboud | |,
1 yom kook ad the mind you oould sy you have
u Where with the vortide being ol ones
aculebes. Adam doesp) et the imide, i
affecee the swimide, i1 work? on sl the insirs.
memtgtion of the mind and soc of eetworke il
topether,

=“The fopy = ane of {hose dinly waeds than
scray b fover just it Cverything, bt i i
<o et kel 10 Bt lp peeosple il gach oiber in a
sonclal mwache . ., lhan that's 25 godel 8 wse @ |
IE #t embs ap going totally

urdergraund it will be rather sad becaugs i
whI breed 8 parandia which one dosan't wani
in any lorm of social intereoucss.”

¥eu this will probably be its fate. Legista-
tion is ubltkely 10 denl the 2 kisting deminmd s
the deug. Furtheomore, Scheduales L dadares ji
to b "of no secrpled medical wee™ thas
denying it even 1o the therapipts who have
been working comacientionsly with o for aver
a decude, and are ow tobbying far mider
clamilication. By feacting B0 sirongly the
LEA have smply promoted MDMA'E con-
nectiond dowpward imo the underworld,
where it will be badly made and heavily
pediied.

=1y 2 ghame ihat by been criminalised
because il eould have tuken i place in the
pharmacopocin,” \ays the yrchelogis B.D.
Lamg. =I'm sure ic's here 30 stay,* he adds,
~IUF cary to manulxciyre . . "

Morcpwer i hay mow aoqiiced laboo 10 sdd
1o I growing mysfique. And there dodt seem
1 b something eompelling about the idey of
such & drug, il soe the (hing el In il the
sccaunit of the Eciasy £XpETience, yOd @n
hebr an mmuaual wodertons of wnse|l-
onnious advocacy.

“It mode me foed how all of us would like ta
think we arc snyway,” says Laine. =[r's the
very nppursie of avid. Mojhiag fke & tranacen-
dental expedence,”

Ii abey ppenrs 1o have bome very cunning
merchondiecrs bebiod i1, Soveral yeara ago,
the fient of the so-called ‘d=sipner drgs
;ppelrcd oh the West Coax, 3 “dynihetic
beroin” analogous to the pain-kijlker Festanyl
bul dightly aliered through chemicsl en-
gincering b pwid fllepality. 3old openly 1o
Juckics, its high 3tecneth cancd many degihs
before the Tormula was made dlegad, lm-
mediately, tle detigoers made a new, aliphely
altetes! anabog. The wame Wohmiques bare
created 2 cumpamion for Adam, with a few
minog  chentical  adjustments. She's qlled
MODE w1 Eve,

Al 5o Ecliaty jud womT g2 awoy, Curion.
Ity hat spread it name across Amerca, snd
dowbitboas many mane will b dirsen 1o i &s
the Londoner af the stapg soid, I can ac as &
reminder of 3 kind of hancaty rarely found in
humao rolations, Certaiply. notnely oceds u
drug to Iclk them of this, and ik may be that the
mepaEr Adam broings iy the mminder thar
cealaty hdd always exisied withawl b W

|



